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Sirs 

When the Coiner comes to make his settlement I desire that 
all struck material (with the exeeption of the regular coinage), 
whether in the form of coins or medals, be retained in your cus- 
-~tody until I have had a ehanee to talk with you about it; and it 
is desirable that nothing be said to the Coiner beforehand. 

I have become aware that it has been the practice for the 
Coiner to turn over at his settlement a lot of coined material of 
prior years, along with his blanks, which after the settlement is 
returned to him with his blanks. I refer particularly to 
medals, proof coins, trial pieces and things of that sort, the 
propriety of his possession of which from year to year is open to 
question. 

Certain things have come to my knowledge tending to show 
that in years past the relations of the Coiner’s department with 
the medal department have resulted in practices which seem to be 
contrary to law. I refer especially to the issue of pat- 
-tern and experimental pieces and their replication beyond any 
record in possession of this Bureau. Evidence of this is 


to be found in almost any numismatical catalogue. 
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On this oceasion I wish particularly to have some inquiry 
made as to the kind of material in question in the possession of 
the Coiner. Please look at all special parcels in the 


custody of the Coiner. 


Very respectfully, 


Director ont Mint. 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U. S. Mint, 


Philadelphia. 
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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
June 27, 1887 


Sir: 


When the Coiner comes to make his settlement I desire that all struck material (with the 
exception of the regular coinage), whether in the form of coins or medals, be retained in your 
custody until I have had a chance to talk with you about it; and it is desirable that nothing be said 
to the Coiner beforehand. 


I have become aware that it has been the practice for the Coiner to turn over at his 
settlement a lot of coined material of prior years, along with his blanks, which after the 
settlement is returned to him with his blanks. I refer particularly to medals, proof coins, trial 
pieces and things of that sort, the propriety of his possession of which from year to year is open 
to question. 


Certain things have come to my knowledge tending to show that in years past the 
relations of the Coiner’s department with the medal department have resulted in practices which 
seem to be contrary to law. I refer especially to the issue of pattern and experimental pieces and 
their replication beyond any record in possession of this Bureau. Evidence of this is to be found 
in almost any numismatical catalogue. 


On this occasion I wish particularly to have some inquiry made as to the kind of material 
in question in the possession of the Coiner. Please look at all special parcels in the custody of the 
Coiner. 


Very respectfully, 
James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint. 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


